
IX. CONCLUSION

I have now outlined the rules of law applicable to this case and the processes by

which you should weigh the evidence and determine the facts.  In a few minutes, you will

retire to the jury room for your deliberations.  Your first order of business in the jury

room will be to elect a foreperson.  The foreperson's responsibility is to ensure that

deliberations proceed in an orderly manner.  The foreperson's vote, however, carries the

same weight as the vote of any other juror.

As jurors, you are required to discuss the issues and the evidence with each other. 

Although you must deliberate with a view to reaching an agreement, you must not violate 

your individual judgment and conscience in doing so.  The proper administration of

justice requires you to give full and conscientious consideration to the issues and

evidence before you in determining the facts of the case – and then apply the law that the

Court gives you to those facts.

To return a verdict, it is necessary that each juror agree.  Your verdict must be

unanimous.

During your deliberations, do not hesitate to re-examine your views and change

your mind.  Do not, however, surrender your honest convictions because of the opinion of

a fellow juror or for the purpose of returning a verdict.  Remember you are not partisans. 

You are the judges -- judges of the facts.  Your duty is to seek the truth from the evidence

presented to you, while holding the parties to their burdens of proof.

If, in the course of your deliberations, your recollection of any part of the



testimony should fail, or if you should find yourself in doubt concerning my instructions,

it is your privilege to return to the courtroom to have the testimony read to you or my

instructions further explained.  I caution you, however, that the read-back of testimony

may take some time and effort.  You should, therefore, make a conscientious effort to

resolve any questions as to testimony through your collective recollections.

Should you desire to communicate with the Court during your deliberations, please

put your message or question in writing.  The foreperson should sign the note and pass it

to the marshal who will bring it to my attention.  I will then respond, either in writing or

orally, by having you returned to the courtroom.

Once you have reached a unanimous verdict, your foreperson should fill in the

verdict form, date and sign it, and inform the marshal that you have reached a verdict.  I

have prepared a verdict form for you, and I will now review it with you.


