UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

NORTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK

	ARRELLO BARNES,







Plaintiff,




v.






THOMAS RICKS, et al.,







Defendants.


	Civil Action No:

04-CV-0391

(LES/DEP) SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1


PROPOSED VOIR DIRE

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Plaintiff, Arrello Barnes, by and through his trial counsel, Hancock & Estabrook, LLP (Thomas C. Cambier, Esq.) hereby submits the following proposed jury voir dire questions for consideration by the Court in connection with this action:

1. Have you ever sat on a jury before?  If so:




a)
Was the action civil or criminal?


b)
If civil, what was the nature of the action?


c)
Did you deliberate?


d)
Did you reach a verdict?



e)
If so, what was the nature of verdict?

2. Have you or any member of your family ever been a party to a lawsuit?  If so:


a)
Were you the party suing or being sued?


b)
Who was the other party?


c)
What was the nature of the action?


d)
When did this occur?  


e)
What was the outcome?


f)
How did you feel about the outcome?


g)
How did it affect you?

3. Was there anything about your experience that left you with any positive or negative feeling about the legal profession or the court system?  If so, please explain

4. Have you ever testified in a trial?  If so, please describe the circumstances, and indicate how you felt about that experience.

5. What is the highest grade that you completed in school, including any trade or technical school?

6. Have you received any degree from any college or university?  If so, what was the degree, and what was your major? 

7. Have you attended any college or university from which you did not earn a degree?  If so, please describe.

8. Are you employed?  If so:


a)
What is the name of your employer?


b)
What is your job title?


c)
What are your basic job duties and responsibilities?



d)
Are you paid hourly, or are you salaried?

9. If you are not currently employed, who was your last employer, and when did you leave that position?  How do you currently spend your time?

10. Are you married?  If so, does your spouse work?  If yes:


a)
What is the name of his or her employer?


b)
What is your spouse's job title?


c)
What are his or her basic job duties and responsibilities?



d)
Is your spouse paid hourly, or is he or she salaried?
11. Do you have any children?  If so, how many, and what are their ages?

12. Do any of your children work in full-time jobs:  If yes:


a)
What is the name of his or her employer?


b)
What is his or her job title?


c)
What are his or her basic job duties and responsibilities?



d)
Is he or she paid hourly, or is he or she salaried?

13. Are your parents living?  If so, are they employed?  If yes:


a)
What is the name of his or her employer?


b)
What is his or her job title?


c)
What is his or her basic job duties and responsibilities?


d)
Is he or she paid hourly, or is he or she salaried?

14. Have you or any member of your family ever been arrested?  If so, 


(a)  
What police agency was involved with the arrest?  



(b)  
What were the circumstances of the arrest?

15. Have you or has any member of your family or close friend, ever been discharged from a job or left a job involuntarily?  If so, please describe the circumstances.

16. Have you or has any member of your family or close friend, ever been demoted, disciplined or reprimanded on the job?  If so, please describe.

17. Have you or has any member of your family ever filed a grievance in connection with your employment?  If so, please describe the circumstances.

18. Have you or has any member of your family been treated unfairly by an employer?  If so, please describe the circumstances.

19. Have you heard of or do you have any knowledge of the facts or events in this case?  If so, please describe.

20. Do you have or have you ever had any friends or family members who are, or have been, employees of the New York State Department of Correctional Services or some other type of law enforcement agency?

21. Do you know any of the parties, witnesses or attorneys in this case?

22. Do you know any of the fellow jurors in this case?
23. Have you ever been a victim of a crime?

24. Do you hold any strong personal beliefs or opinions that would make it difficult for you to decide this matter fairly and impartially based only on the evidence presented and the law provided exclusive of any pre-existing notions or opinions concerning prisoners or litigation in general?

Dated: 
November 16, 2007


Syracuse, New York



Respectfully submitted,








Hancock & Estabrook, LLP 

By:___________________________


Thomas C. Cambier, Esq.
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Office and P.O.Address


1500 Tower I – P.O. Box 4976


Syracuse, New York     13221-4976
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Arrello Barnes, Pro Se Plaintiff

00-A-05597


Southport Correctional Facility


P.O. Box 2000


Pine City, New York     14901-2000
TO:
Eliot Spitzer,

Attorney General of the State of New York


Attorney for Defendants

Office and P.O. Address

The Capitol


Albany, New York     12224-0341


Telephone:
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Telecopier:
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DOL #:
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Roger W. Kinsey, Of Counsel

Assistant Attorney General


Bar Roll No:  508171


Lawrence K. Baerman, Clerk


United States District Court


Northern District of New York


Federal Building and Courthouse


100 South Clinton Street


P.O. Box 7367


Syracuse, New York     13261-7367

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Thomas C. Cambier, trial attorney for the plaintiff in this action, do hereby certify that on this date I caused the foregoing Plaintiff’s Proposed Voir Dire Questions to be electronically served upon:

Roger W. Kinsey, Esq.

Assistant Attorney General

Office of the Attorney General

The Capitol

Albany, New York     12224-0341
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United States District Court
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